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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_
97-843 15 April 1982 Washington, D.C.
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES. Newspaper headlines lately have grimly announced factory
shutdowns and massive layoffs of workers. The unhealthy state of the economy has
thrown thousands out of work at a time when federal and state job programs are being
cut back.
Recently I supported three bills related to employment opportunities for the
disadvantaged.
One such bill seeks to improve the already good job our local governments had
been doing in providing job training for the unemployed through the Comprehensive
Employment Training Act (CETA). H.R. 5320 would increase the role of the private
sector in job training substantially.
Other legislation I have backed would restore funding for the work incentive
program, which found jobs for 280,000 welfare recipients in fiscal year 1981,
helping these people get off the public dole and onto the payroll.
A bill that would establish a youth conservation work program modeled after the
Civilian Conservation Corps of the 1930s also has my support. Young men and women,
especially those living in areas of high unemployment, would be hired to carry out
conservation and rehabilitation projects on federal, state, local and Indian lands.
Funding would come from various leasing and permit activities of the Departments of
Agriculture and the Interior.
So far Texas has enviable employment opportunities in comparison with other parts
of the country, but that doesn't hold for South Texas, and with a growing influx of
out of state workers into the Sunbelt, our state's current position of strength could
ebb rapidly. That is why I will look with interest at all ideas and ways to keep
America at work.
* * *
PROMPT PAYMENT ACT. A bill that would require the federal government to pay interest
on overdue accounts, the Prompt Payment Act, recently passed the House. This bill,
which I supported, would assist those businesses having difficulty collecting money
from the government if the government fails to pay its bills within a certain amount
of time.
Similar legislation already has passed the."Seno.':e but at this point it is
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uncertain whether the White House ~ill endorse this legislation.
* * *
SOUTH TEXAS CDUNTRY. That famed country and western group, the Gatlin Brothers,
took a tour of the Capitol building recently when they were in town for an engage-
ment in the Washington area serving as the opening act for a sold out performance
by Kenny Rogers.
It was my pleasure to meet Larry, Steve and Rudy during their tour of the
House of Representatives and lunch with other members of the House.
* * *
WORTHWHILE CAUSE. A walk around the Capitol building helped kic~ off the coming
National March of Dimes fundraising event, WalkAmerica, which will take place on
the weekend of April 24-25.
Members of Congress showed bipartisan support for the fight against birth de-
fects by participating in the symbolic event. Your Congressman was presented with a
gold triJDmed a!ltl~ er-~ I :!:lAct.~ p:'cture taken with wee Amanda Lovell, a Washington
area March of Dimes poster girl who is afflicted with spina bifida.
Last year's WalkAmerica involved 1.5 million people and raised $18 million for
this w~rthwhile cause.
* * *
VALLEY TREAT. Orange', and grapefruit juices go like hotcakes when visitors come to
my Washington office, so recently I wrote to my South Texas suppliers for a new
shipment.
With the help of the Texas Citrus Exchange, I have been treating South Texans
and foreign and national dignitaries to a taste of the Valley for many, many years.
Our latest shipment arrives just in time for the sweltering summer months, and
I thank our good friends for their generosity in providing it.
* * *
GOOD NEIGHBORS. A constituent from Mission wrote me recently suggesting that the
United States "be a good neighbor" and buy as much oil as possible from Mexico.
And according to the State Department, we seem to be doing just that. The
Mexican government has a policy that no one country may purchase more than 50 percent
of Mexico's oil exports, and last year the U.S. did buy jus~ about that amount, as
well as taking all of Mexico's natural gas exports, on which the limitation is 300
million cubic feet daily.
The State Department believes the sarne pattern is being continued in 1982,
and purchases of 50,000 barrels a day to stock our Strategic Petroleum Reserves
are included. In 1981 we paid Mexico $5.8 billion for oil and $650 million for
gas. It is good to hear we are doing such a bustling trade with our trusted friends
to the south.
* * *
VIS!TORS FROM HOME this week were: Thirty five students and four sponsors from Pharr,
San Juan, Alamo High School and '!rs Duan" Dos" <.'5 'Pharr; Paul Sullivan and Doris
Morgan from the City of McAllen.
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